CHAPTER VI.

EDITORIAL   WORK  IN  PHILADELPHIA.

1837-1840.

THE political and in a measure the literary
interests of Mr. Wliittier had made the editorial
occupation a natural one, and but for family rea-
sons he might have continued in it. His devotion
to the anti-slavery cause led to his return to this
work. Late in the autumn of 1837, he heeded a
call to Philadelphia, and went to the assistance
of the venerable anti-slavery pioneer, Benjamin
Lundy, who was editing the " National Enquirer."
In March, 1838, Lundy, worn out in the cause to
which he had devoted his life, retired from the
management of the paper, the name of which was
changed to " Pennsylvania Freeman," and in the
issue of March 15 Whittier pledged the entire
devotion of his energies to the cause of Universal
Freedom, as he became the responsible editor.

In Philadelphia, Mr. "Whittier made his home
again with his good Haverhill friends, the Tliayers,
and among the Quakers found congenial com-
panionship in many families ; one of his steadfast
friends was John Dickinson, father of Anna E.
Dickinson, who in later years became celebrated
as a public speaker, and of Susan E. Dickinson,
well known as a writer. The last-named daughter